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The Spanish succession, which was in dispute 0**
tween the families of Austria and France, had been
divided between the two rivals. The family of France
had the larger part, Spain and the colonies; but the
succession was only of benefit to the royal family, not
to France, since the two kingdoms could not be
united. The House of Austria had only fragments of
the heritage, but the countries which she had received
became provinces of the Austrian State.

There was no longer a preponderant power in
Europe; there were three great powers, each suffi-
ciently strong to preserve the equilibrium: England,
strong through her wealth and her marine; France*
whose growth had been arrested, but which had not
been  diminished; Austria,  which  had become the
largest state in Europe since she had reconquered
Hungary and obtained the Spanish possessions in Italy
and in the Low Countries.   Germany and Italy re-
mained divided; the emperor had great power in those
two countries, but he was restrained in Italy by the
new king of Sardinia, and in Germany by the new
king of Prussia,